
 
     The Society is now on Twitter!  Follow us on   @WarwickNatHist 

 
 

 
On December 14th, a non-birdwatching Warwick woman 
mentioned to one of the Warwick Birding group that she had 
been seeing a curious bird in her garden - like a blackbird  
with a white collar.  
 
Lizzy Bradbury zoomed over to the location near the 
Heathcote Industrial Estate, and took these pictures of the 
Ring Ouzel feeding on rowan berries.  

 
 
 
 
 
It is only the fifth ever recorded in Warwickshire in 
the winter months.  
 
17th December         RT 
 
 

 
We’ve been getting the local bat group interested here, and they came up to carry out a brief 

survey. They did not detect Serotine reported by an HS2 survey some time ago, but found other 

‘types’ and said the ‘season’ had really ended.  However, on Oct 3rd – a mild spell if anyone 

remembers that far back - they were seen by a friend just around sunset about 1900h on that date. 

We’ve had a lovely self-seeded Thornapple from Wendy’s generous daily birdseed applications!  

17th December         FP 

 

 
 
 

In this icy, cold weather a reminder  
of warmer times.  
18th December          SG 

 

(Montage is also attached to the email) 
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Icy sculptures 

Sub-zero temperatures for the week 12-16 December 

produced a magical scene in Jephson Gardens pool as the fountain 

jets were surrounded by icy sculptures. Not so good for wild birds - 

pigeons were skating over the frozen surface to retrieve bread 

thrown by passers-by and black-headed gulls swooped down in 

competition.  A local warden further round was cleaning a notice 

that highlighted bread should not be thrown in the pool as it 

polluted the water.  

 

 

A couple of magpies looked frozen 

as they half-heartedly searched 

for food in the shrubbery in the 

sensory garden. It was a hard 

time for wild life.  

 

19th December      FW 

 
 

 
Help our Woodcocks - Wild Justice (sponsored by Chris Packham, Mark Avery & Ruth Tingay) 
has a live petition asking UK government to limit the shooting season for Woodcock - a declining 
UK breeding bird.  The petition, which has over 70000 signatures already, needs 100,000 
signatures to qualify to be debated in Parliament.  The petition asks for the shooting season to 
open not on 1st October (current position) but to be pushed back to the 1st December.  The 
Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust recommend to shooters not to shoot before 1st December 
anyhow, so this is not a controversial change.   
 

Apparently 160,000 Woodcock are shot in the UK annually.  UK breeding Woodcock are now 
Red-listed due to their population decline.  Currently much of the shooting in October and 
November will be of UK birds, as large numbers of European and Asian Woodcock fly into the UK 
during November to escape colder continental winters, so our UK breeding birds will be even 
more vulnerable as a species. 
 

Please sign the petition and encourage any friends to do so also.  The petition can be found at 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/619615. 
 

20th December         BC 
 
 
On a walk between Packwood House and Baddesley Clinton during  

the recent cold snap we picked up the canal.  At Kingswood Junction  

we came across these discs of foamy ice floating on the surface.  They 

looked like polystyrene and there were some lovely icicles by the 

overflows to make things even more scenic. 

20th December         BC 

 

 

Ice ‘pancakes’ are formed when swirling ice and frozen 
foam are sucked into eddies and currents. They were 
spotted on rivers throughout the UK during the recent icy 
conditions. 
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https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/619615


 

I spend the winter days recording finds on iRecord, a UK wide recording 

system for Flora and Fauna. Most days I find a 'new to me' species such 

as this Wolf Spider, a Padosa species. That beige, circular construction, 

almost like a petri dish, is its egg sac.   

20th December         SG 

 

 
 

Today, not open, and a bit wind and  
rain battered, the first snowdrops.  
22nd December          SG 

 
 
 
One of the UK’s most threatened bumblebees has been rediscovered at Prawle 
Point in the South Hams, Devon, for the first time since 1978. The Brown-banded 
carder bee population declined due to habitat loss as it requires open, flower-rich 
grasslands. A project called Life on the Edge aims to restore populations of some 
of the UK’s rarest invertebrates and plants living along the south Devon coast.  
(Daily Telegraph) 

 
During the almost week long cold spell which ended on 18th December it was a pleasure to 

welcome Scandinavian visitors to my garden and those of my neighbours. I refer, of course to 

Fieldfares and Redwings - they first appeared in twos and threes, but as the cold bit more deeply, 

they appeared in small flocks of twenty or so. It was the first time for several years that I had had 

these visitors, they were a bit choosy, ignoring my own offerings of berries on Cotoneaster and 

Pyracantha shrubs. These berries were left for the bolder local Blackbirds, the visitors much 

preferred to feed at a higher level, feasting on next door's Mountain Ash which was soon stripped 

of most of its fruit. Now it is milder and there are fewer berries, the visitors have gone. 
 

Since early November, weather permitting, I have been visiting Ryton Pools which is only three 

miles from home. I had been hoping to see more than the resident water birds, but there has been 

little sign of any visitors. The large pool was frozen over during the cold snap and there was 

usually only a handful of species to be seen, dominated by the local gull flock (up to about 50 

individuals).  

 

I had to wait until 26th December for anything more interesting to 

turn up. On this bright sunny morning I was pleased to see a flotilla 

of sixteen Goosanders, busily patrolling the main pool.  

 

 

 

 
            Male Goosander 
 

I know these sawbills can be seen in large numbers at 

Draycote, but this group seemed quite large for such a small 

Female Goosander area of water, perhaps the message has got round that there 

is good fishing to be had at Ryton. 

 

27th December        TF 

 
(Photos by JB) 
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Waspmas, an alternative Christmas 
 

(Don’t read if you have a delicate disposition!!) 
SG 
 

 
 
 
 

***  Happy New Year   *** 
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